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Ride On Joyfully by Elaine Bickel

O God, from my
youth you have
taught me, and I
s ll proclaim your
wondrous deeds.
So even to old
age and gray
hair, O God, do
not forsake me,
un l I proclaim
your might to an‐
other genera on,
you power to all
those to come.
Psalm 71:17‐18

HAVE QUESTIONS or
need to meet to
discuss par cipa on?
Would you like to
have a presenta on
at your church?
Call Ray or Linda at
888.225.2111.

By God’s grace, we are privileged to do
extraordinary things to help our brothers and
sisters in Christ. It was with great joy that I joined
my fellow bikers to ride all 50 miles of the
beautiful trail in the Charlevoix area last August,
in the first Here We Ride event. Originally, I just
wanted the Martin Luther-themed shirt. Once I
had selfishly signed up, I was so moved by the
generosity of former students and Facebook
friends (after one post) that I became more excited
about clothing others with Christ’s love by raising
money for a student scholarship program at
Immanuel Lutheran School, where I teach part
time. I actually became so excited that I
completely forgot about the Luther shirt. I’m
certain some of the people who pledged one and
two dollars per mile were surprised this almost-70
-year-old woman would ride all 50 miles, but the
JOY OF THE LORD was and is my strength, so
on I rode!
God’s generous people helped me raise $1,330,
which made it possible to help several students be
clothed with Christ’s love in a loving, Christcentered environment this school year. Did I ever
get hot? Yes, a bit, but mostly I just felt really
warm—in my heart—because God had used me
for the good of His Kingdom. What an honor!
To be honest, I rode 51 miles because I was
having so much fun I missed the stopping point. I
didn’t figure that out until the trail ended and I
noticed there were no other bikers. Fortunately,
there is NO END to God’s love and grace, and so
we joyfully RIDE ON!

What is Here We Ride?
Here We Ride II is a FREE single-day bike-riding
event that will be held on Saturday, August 4,
2018 at Bethany, Charlevoix, exactly a year after
the first one.
How does it work?
Starting and finishing at Bethany, you and your
family are encouraged to ride the distance you
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choose: 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100 miles are
available (and anything in between). There will
be starting times for serious cyclists and other
riders. A come-and-go family picnic will be
available at Bethany throughout the day for
riders, their families, and the community.
Here We Ride will take place on the Little
Traverse Wheelway—a multi-use paved trail
that skirts the beautiful waters of the Little
Traverse Bay. There are plenty of opportunities
to rest and enjoy the scenery, and happy
volunteers will be stationed along the route.
As mentioned above, Here We Ride is intended
to be entirely FREE for ALL PARTICIPANTS.
However, participants are encouraged to collect
pledges for the miles they will ride. We ask that
you give 50 percent of the money raised to your
church or school for its ministry purposes, and
the remaining 50 percent to the Here We Stand
campaign initiatives. All participants are asked
to register online. More information can be
found at herewestand.michigandistrict.org/
hereweride.

Campaign Progress
Over $5.48 million in gifts, pledges,
and congregational goals to date.
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We would like to thank Trinity, Muskegon for its pledge to the campaign.
We would like to thank Immanuel, Saginaw; Peace, Waterford; Open Arms, Belleville;
Crown of Life, Rochester Hills; St. John’s, Grand Haven; and St. Luke, Nunica for their
most recent gifts to the campaign.

